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SENIOR X DISSERTATION GRADING RUBRIC
The purpose of this grading rubric is to support your development as a scholar-researcher during the dissertation process. Your instructor will use this rubric to evaluate your dissertation and communicate feedback necessary about this project.
Your rubric will be scored in each area under the following criterion:
5 = Exceptional Scholarship
4 = Acceptable Scholarship; all vital elements are satisfactory
3 = Approvable Scholarship; however revisions would be needed in one or more important areas for an actual Acceptable rating.
2 = Not Acceptable Scholarship; one or two important areas are not sufficiently presented.
1 = Not Acceptable Scholarship; more than two important areas are not sufficiently presented.

	Section and Quality Indicators
	Specific Comments and Feedback
	
Rating


	Title Page, Acknowledgments & Table of Contents are Formatted Correctly
	
	

	
Abstract


	Describes the problem and why it’s important
	
	

	States the research purpose
	
	


	Summarizes the research question
	
	


	Briefly describes: research design, methods and data analysis procedures
	
	

	
Chapter 1


	Introduction clearly defines the intent, design and framework of the project.
	
	

	The problem statement describes the need for increased understanding about the issue to be studied.
	
	

	The rationale for the study is described in a logical, explicit manner.
	
	

	The anticipated outcomes covers: assumptions, limitations and scope based upon: facts assumed to be true, potential weaknesses of the study and its limits.
	
	

	Chapter 1 ends with a clear and concise Research Statement which drives all of the subsequent information offered in the rest of this dissertation.
	
	

	
Chapter 2 – Literature Review


	The introduction clearly states (via thesis) what the literature review is examining.
	
	

	The review of related literature and research is clearly related to the problem expressed in the Research Question and thesis statement.
	
	

	The reviewed literature includes:
· Comparisons/contrasts of different points of view
· The relationship of the study to the previous empirical research
	
	

	The review contains concise summaries or quotes from the works that help define the most important aspects of the study topic.
	
	

	There is a thesis-based description of the potential themes explored in the study.
	
	

	Literature includes descriptions of research methods used.
	
	

	The Literature Review is an integrated, critical essay on the most relevant and current published knowledge on the topic. The review is organized around major themes connected by a thesis.
	
	

	
Chapter 3 – Methods


	
Introduction of this section describes how the overall research design derives logically from the Problem Statement.


	
	

	Design describes which research design was used. The choice of research design is justified, with explanation why other likely choices would be less effective.
	
	[bookmark: _GoBack]

	Research questions and follow-up questions make sense, are answerable, are few in number, are clearly stated and are open-ended.
	
	

	The study itself is described and justified/rationalized.
	
	

	Procedures for gaining access to participants is described.
	
	

	The role of the researcher is described in regard to the relationship between them and the participants in their research.
	
	

	Data collection procedures are explained in detail. Any choices regarding which data was included and what was left out is necessary. How and when the data was collected must be included.
	
	

	Describe how the data was analyzed and is articulated.
	
	

	Which methods were employed to address validity and trustworthiness are appropriate and specific.
	
	

	
Chapter 4 – Results


	Starts off by describing the process by which the data were generated, gathered and recorded.
	
	

	The systems used to keep track of data and emerging understandings (research logs, reflective journals, etc.)
	
	

	Show how the findings build logically from the problem and research design and how it addresses the Research Question.
	
	

	Which patterns, relationships and themes are supported by the data.
	
	

	Overall data analysis (including any tables and figures)
	
	

	In the conclusion of this portion, outcomes are logically summarized and interpreted in relation to their importance to the Research Question and the thesis.
	
	

	Discussing the implications for Social Change or other impact through tangible improvements it could cause for: individuals, communities, organizations, institutions, cultures or societies.
	
	

	State any recommendations for actions with a description of how the results might be disseminated or why further study is necessary and what the future researchers should focus upon.
	
	

	Reflect upon the researcher’s (your) experience with the process and how it affected your preconceived ideas or biases about this topic.
	
	

	Have a clear take-home message to the reader regarding your findings.
	
	

	
General Comments: Applies to Entire Dissertations


	Writing Style and Composition:
The dissertation is written in scholarly language (accurate, balanced, objective, tentative). The writing is clear, precise and avoids redundancy. Statements are specific and topical sentences are established for paragraphs. The flow of words is smooth and comprehensible. Ideas are connected.
	
	

	Organization and Form:
The Dissertation is logically and comprehensively organized using subheadings where appropriate; has a professional, scholarly appearance; is written with correct grammar, punctuation and spelling; includes citations for all references to other works (including in-text).
	
	



Materials referenced here came from Liberty University’s Doctoral Program design.
