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LITERATURE REVIEW DETAILS
The Literature Review is the “Research Paper” component of your Senior Exhibition project. Its purpose is to establish the importance of the study and provide a benchmark for comparing the results of your active research. It also clarifies why the current study is worth doing in light of what has already been done as far as research in this area.
You Must Document Your Sources
Following MLA (Modern Language Association) style for in-text and reference citations.
Purposes of the Literature Review
· Demonstrate your familiarity with your topic, including perspectives that are both similar to and different from your own.
· Legitimize the question or goal you posed at the end of your problem statement.
· Justify the work you will do in the body of your project by creating a well-crafted academic argument for that work.
· Establish a framework for the relevance of your study.
· Create a benchmark for comparing the results of your study to other findings.
· Demonstrate how your study fills in gaps in the literature or extends the work of prior studies.
· The results of other studies that are closely related to your study – comparing and contrasting studies are appropriate here.
· The relationship between your study and the larger ongoing discussion in the area documented within the literature.
Elements of a Literature Review 
Here are some identified elements of a Literature Review (e.g. Purpose):
· Identifying what is already known/recognized about the topic.
· Offering critical analysis on what is already known.
· Identifying any works which are taking the same direction on the topic as your paper.
· Identifying other authors who are deemed experts on your respective topic and quoting/citing them.
· Where in the pantheon of this subject does the information presented fall?
· Why is this research worth being done if it’s already been done before?
Steps in Conducting a Literature Review
· Identify key words useful in locating articles and other materials in academic libraries.
· Focus initially on academic journals and books related to your topic (use databases!)
· Try to locate about 10-15 scholarly sources.
· Skim the abstracts of the articles to determine their relevance.
· Draft summaries of the most relevant articles (to use in the Annotated Works Cited Page) and think about how to connect them.
· Begin to assemble your literature review. Structure it thematically or by important concepts being addressed in the study.
Gathering Resources
In order to write a successful Literature Review you must first do the reading! Reading as much as possible about your topic allows you to demonstrate your knowledge through familiarity with the works others have done. A few questions to help lead your research:
· How is this information or opinion relevant to your main arguments or main points? If it isnt’ relevant – MOVE ON!
· Do you have or can you get the required bibliographic information for your MLA citation?
· [bookmark: _GoBack]What are the author’s professional credentials? If it is not listed in the About the Author, a simple Google search should suffice to get this information.
· How did the author prove that the information or opinion is true?
· Did the author do an experiment or research study on real people in a real situation?
· How was the experiment or study conducted?
· What did the author find out?
· Is it based on other people’s research studies?
· How were these studies conducted?
· What did the research find?
· Is it based on the author’s own experience?
· How did the author verify that the conclusions were valid?
· Is it a theory the author developed, not based on research or experience?
· What is the theory?
· What proof does the author give for the theory?
· Does the author have credibility?

