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	RESEARCH MODEL

Maxwell (2005) developed this model to demonstrate the way the relationships among the components are conceptualized. The different parts of the design from an integrated and interacting whole.
	EXAMPLE
Kristy Eng studied the effects a special education label has on the academic and social progress of a student with a disability. Based on her findings, Kristy created a guide for parents and teachers to help them understand the effects of a label on a child with special needs and provides recommendations as to how to avoid negative responses and instead, create a more positive environment for the child.

	GOALS
· Why is your study worth doing?
· What issues do you want to clarify and what practices and policies do you want to influence?
· Why do you want to conduct this study, and why should we care about the results?
	GOALS
· To improve perceptions of peers about a student with a special education label.
· To improve the self-concept of a child with a label
· To create a more welcoming, nurturing and positive environment for all students

	CONCEPTUAL FRAMEWORK
· What do you think is going on with the issues, settings or people you plan to study?
· What theories, beliefs and prior research findings will guide or inform your research, and what literature, and personal experiences will you draw on for understanding the people or issues you are studying?
	CONCEPTUAL FRAMEWORK
· Kristy’s own experiences as a special education teacher.
· Social skills development theory.
· Theories about how a school becomes a more welcoming learning community.
· Theory of leadership being at the heart of ethical enterprises.

	
RESEARCH QUESTION

· What, specifically, do you want to understand by doing this study?
· What do you not know about the phenomena you are studying that you want to learn?
· What question will your research attempt to answer?
	
RESEARCH QUESTION
· What are the perceptions of other students about the student with a label?
· How do students with a label perceive themselves?
· What is the role of leadership in creating a more responsive community in the school?
· What is the relationship between a nurturing school community and ore positive responses to students who are labeled?



	RESEARCH MODEL

Maxwell (2005) developed this model to demonstrate the way the relationships among the components are conceptualized. The different parts of the design from an integrated and interacting whole.
	EXAMPLE
Kristy Eng studied the effects a special education label has on the academic and social progress of a student with a disability. Based on her findings, Kristy created a guide for parents and teachers to help them understand the effects of a label on a child with special needs and provides recommendations as to how to avoid negative responses and instead, create a more positive environment for the child.

	METHODS
· What will you actually do in conducting this study?
· What approaches and techniques will you use to collect and analyze your data? There are four parts of this component of your design: the relationships that you establish with participants in your study; your selection of settings, participants, times and places of data collection, and other data sources such as documents; your data collection methods and your data analysis strategies and techniques.
	METHODS

· Participant observation as a teacher.
· Structured interviews with students with labels and with peers without labels.
· Review of literature on ethics and leadership.
· Review of literature on building nurturing school communities.

	VALIDITY
· How might your results and conclusions be wrong?
· What are the plausible alternative interpretations, and how will you deal with these?
· How can the data that you have, or that you could potentially collect, support or challenge your ideas about what is going on?
· Why should we believe your results?
	VALIDITY
[bookmark: _GoBack]
· Triangulation of sources of data – personal observations, structured surveys and interviews.
· A search for any evidence that appears to be inconsistent with the original hypothesis.

	This research design explicitly identifies and maps out the key issues you will need to address. A good design will help prevent important issues from being overlooked. Secondly, a good design emphasizes the interactive nature of design decisions in qualitative research and the multiple connections that exist.
This section is taken from Cambridge College’s ILP Handbook.



