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OUTLINE AND INSTRUCTIONS FOR WRITING
	CHAPTER OR ELEMENT
	WHAT TO WRITE IN EACH SECTION

	PRELIMINARY PAGES
	WRITE AFTER YOU’VE COMPLETED YOUR SENIOR X

	Title Page
	Standard elements and instructions with the example.

	Acknowledgments
	Write in the third person and in a professional, tactful manner. Mention only people who have actually aided this project.

	Abstract
	A 1-2 paragraph summary of your work that give readers a quick, comprehensive survey of your project. It should be 150 words or less; no longer than one page, double-spaced. It must accurately summarize the purpose and content of your Senior X; the issue/problem you address or what you tried to prove, your subjects and methods and your results/findings/conclusions.

	Table of Contents
	This is a list of the Senior X sections and therefore a guidelines for readers. Headings and subheadings in the contents must coincide with those in text.

	CHAPTER 1
	

	Introduction
	Express your passion for the topic, the reason you are curious about it, and why you wish to understand it at a deeper level. 

	Problem Statement
	Narrow the discussion around your thinking or problem you want to solve, an issue you want to clarify or a practice/policy you want to influence.

	Rationale
	Answer questions such as: Why bother doing this? Who is it important to? Who might benefit from the findings?

	Anticipated Outcomes
	Speculate about possible findings/outcomes resulting from this project.

	Research Question
	Pinpoint a specific question that you want to understand by doing this project.

	CHAPTER 2
	

	Literature Review
	
Provide background knowledge from the relevant academic literature about your topic: identify various themes from relevant academic literature, with a subheading for each theme. Discuss what various authors said about each theme; conclude with a summary of what is known and unknown. No 1st/2nd person pronouns in this section!



	CHAPTER 3
	

	Research Project
	Describe what you actually did to carry out the study: your subjects, strategies used to capture data, setting and analytical tools with which you analyzed data and interpreted findings.

	Professional or Creative project
	Discuss themes identified in your literature review and your findings from any additional research conducted; Statement of learning: explain the outcome of your project. What did you learn? Discuss the product you created and what you learned from the process of creating it.

	CHAPTER 4
	

	Research Project
	Results, analysis & discussion of your research; present your data and the story it tells. Summarize your research findings, discuss and possibly draw conclusions. Discuss the implications for future research and instruction.

	Professional or Creative project
	Discuss themes identified in your literature review and your findings from any additional research conducted. Statement of learning: explain the outcome of your project. What did you learn? Discuss your guide or other product you created and what you learned from the process of creating it.

	CLOSING PAGES
	WRITE AFTER YOU HAVE COMPLETED THE REST OF YOUR SENIOR X PROJECT

	References
	Include only published works specifically cited in the text of your Senior X project. Your Works Cited needs to be standard MLA format – it also must contain a two paragraph annotation. The first paragraph must be a 2-4 line synopsis of the source. The second paragraph must be a 2-3 line description of how this source was utilized in the work.



